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Keynote Address
Gary Lai 
Co-founder & CTO, Interlune

Gary Lai has dedicated his career to opening access to space so that 
the vast resources of the solar system can be used to benefit life on 
Earth. As co-founder and Chief Technology Officer of Interlune, he is 
developing sustainable methods for harvesting lunar resources to 
address Earth’s resource challenges.

Prior to Interlune, Gary spent 20 years at Blue Origin, rising from its 18th employee to Chief 
Architect, where he led development of the New Shepard reusable suborbital vehicle that 
transformed commercial spaceflight, and chaired the design review board for the Blue 
Moon lunar lander program. In 2022, Gary experienced his own engineering achievement 
firsthand as a crew member aboard New Shepard’s 20th mission, traveling to space on the 
vehicle he helped create.

Gary has a Bachelor’s Degree in Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering from the 
University of Washington, and a Bachelor’s Degree in Applied Economics and Business 
Management from Cornell University.

Gary’s achievements have earned prestigious industry recognition, including the RNASA 
Foundation’s Stellar Award for “Outstanding leadership of the New Shepard technical team” 
and the Museum of Flight’s Pathfinder Award. He played a key role in Blue Origin’s work 
that earned the 2016 Collier Trophy, one of aviation’s highest honors. He received the 2025 
Distinguished Alumni award from the University of Washington Department of Aeronautics 
and Astronautics. He and his wife, Natalya Yudkovsky, established a faculty fellowship at the 
University of Washington to support research into space exploration. 

Alumni Career Panel
Moderator: Brooke Knost, Chief Outreach Officer | WSU Cougs in Space Club

Kelsey Buckles | Marshall Space Flight Center
Aerospace Engineer, Structural Dynamics & Integration

Kelsey has been at NASA Marshall Space Flight Center in the structural 
loads analysis team for the past five years. Prior to this, she completed 
her Bachelor’s in Mathematics from Washington State University and 
her Master’s in Mechanical Engineering from St. Martin’s University, 
where she researched and implemented machine learning techniques 

in optimization and computer vision. 

Currently, she performs coupled loads analysis for the Human Landing System (HLS) docking 
and lunar landing phases of flight and for the Space Launch System in space flight stage. 
She has also contributed to the Mars Ascent Vehicle (MAV) and Lunar Gateway projects. 



Additionally, she is the high-speed video subject matter expert in the Spacecraft Vehicle 
Systems depart, providing computer vision products for two NASA Engineering Safety 
Center (NESC) assessments. She has authored papers in Machine Learning, vibration 
analysis, generative AI, and Computer Vision.

Matt Donovan | Blue Origin
Senior Director, New Shepard System Architecture

Matt Donovan works at Blue Origin, a space company dedicated 
to enabling millions of people to live and work in space for Earth’s 
benefit. With a focus on safety, reliability, and reusability, Matt directs 
all aspects of the New Shepard system including integration of the 
booster, capsule, and ground systems and the software running across 

all of those platforms. 

Matt has over 20 years of experience in the development and management of complex 
programs. He began at Lockheed Martin as a Test & Evaluation Engineer, improving post-
flight anomaly processes and leading tiger teams for range integration and data collection 
for Atlas missions. He transitioned to United Launch Alliance (ULA) where he dedicated his 
time to upper stage propulsion systems enabling national security, communications, and 
space exploration missions before developing critical components across Commercial Crew, 
Space Launch System, and International Space Station Cargo programs.

Matt earned his Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Washington State 
University and was part of the inaugural executive development class at ULA. He is also a 
dedicated mentor, passionately inspiring the next generation of aerospace professionals. 

Bonnie Dunbar | NASA retired
Professor of Aerospace Engineering, Texas A&M University

Dr. Bonnie J. Dunbar grew up in Outlook, Washington and was the 
first in her family to graduate from college. Following graduation, 
she worked for Boeing Computer Services for two years as a 
systems analyst. She dreamed of becoming an astronaut, which she 
accomplished in 1980 when she was selected as an astronaut. Between 

1985 and 1998, she flew five missions on the space shuttle, logging more than 50 days in 
space. Beyond her time with NASA, Dunbar was part of a spacecraft (Space Shuttle) design 
team at Rockwell International, a NASA administrator, and the former director of Seattle’s 
Museum of Flight. She was inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame in 2013 at NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex in Florida. Currently, she is a professor of aerospace 
engineering at Texas A&M University.

Dr. Dunbar received Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees in ceramic 
engineering from the University of Washington and a doctorate in mechanical/biomedical 
engineering from the University of Houston. Earlier this year, Washington State University 
recognized Dunbar with an honorary doctorate.



Kyle O. Norbert | U.S. Space Force
Orbital Test Analyst

Captain Kyle Norbert is an Operational Test Analyst, 3rd Test & 
Evaluation Squadron, Schriever SFB, Colorado. He provides statistical 
analysis in service of future space systems for U.S. Space Command 
and guides analytical standards of the Space Force’s largest orbital 
warfare test mission. He also leads Delta 12’s Space Safety Working 

group and was awarded the 2024 STARCOM Test Safety Officer of the Year award.

Capt. Norbert graduated with a degree in Physics from Washington State University. While 
a student, he was elected to serve as the Student Veterans Committee President for two 
consecutive years and was also competitively selected to chair the university president’s 
Student Appeals Committee. The captain was Air Mobility Command’s 2016 SLECP selectee 
and received his commission from USAF Officer Training School at Maxwell AFB, Alabama. 
Capt. Norbert attended the Air Force Institute of Technology (AFIT) and graduated with a 
degree in Operations Research in 2022. He then transitioned to Vandenberg Space Force 
Base (SFB) to fulfill his initial skills training. Prior to his current position, Capt. Norbert  
served as an Action Officer in the Commander’s Action Group at U.S. Space Forces–Space 
(then CFSCC). 

Shane Sullivan | SKYTRAC
Vice President, Operations

Mr. Sullivan brings over 25 years of distinguished aviation experience 
to SKYTRAC, an aerospace leader in Low Earth Orbit satellite 
communications and intelligent connectivity. As a retired U.S. Navy 
Commander, he culminated his military career as an F-18F Super Hornet 
Squadron Commander with 300+ carrier landings and 4000+ flight 

hours. Following his military service, he led flight operations at ICON Aircraft and held key 
operational roles in the aerial firefighting industry as Vice President of Operations at Conair 
Group and General Manager at Aero-Flite Inc. 

Mr. Sullivan holds a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from the University 
of Washington, an Executive Master of Business Administration from Washington State 
University, and a Master’s in Aeronautics from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. 
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